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Web Page Design

Curriculum Supported
Related Competency

Agribusiness Sales, Marketing, and Management
E. 3. Describe the proper use of communications technology. 

Curriculum Reference:

Agribusiness Sales, Marketing, and Management. University of Missouri-Columbia: Instructional Materials Laboratory, 1997.

Overview: 

This activity introduces the basic elements of web page design, including the organization of multiple pages and how to link them together.  It also covers how to find graphics on the web, download them, and insert them in web pages.

Activity Objectives:

1. Identify the components of a web page.

2. Design a web page using appropriate design strategies and techniques.
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AS 12.1  Web Page Design
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SG 12.1  Web Page Design 
Instructor Preparation/Directions:

1.
All activities and associated files are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture instructor CD-ROM. Items followed by the CD-ROM icon [image: image3.png]
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "\\\\Imlnt1\\projects\\Agriculture\\CompApps\\CLAA Instructor Guide\\Art\\CD-icon.tif" \* MERGEFORMAT are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture student CD-ROM.

2.
Before assigning this activity to students, check the web links provided to ensure they are still available and current.

3.
Familiarize yourself with the web authoring software the students will be using for this activity and have a user’s manual for the software available for reference. In addition, it is helpful to pair computer-literate students with those who are not.

4.
Review the procedures of the activity with the students and the specific requirements for the criteria included in SG 12.1. If available, provide related examples of exemplary work.

Activity length: 250 minutes

Discussion Question:

What are the advantages of publishing a web page for individuals, groups such as an FFA chapter, and businesses?  

· By putting the information on the Internet for everyone to see, one can get a lot of free or low-cost publicity.  

· The information can easily be changed and kept up-to-date. 

· A web page can be a source of valuable reference information. (As an example, an FFA web site with the chapter’s meeting schedule published is helpful. If a student knew there was a chapter meeting on Tuesday night but could not remember the time, the student could look at the chapter’s home page and determine the time of the meeting.)

Assessment:

Grade the students’ web pages based on SG 12.1 located at the end of AS 12.1. To increase the number of points for the project, assign more points to the criteria that you want to emphasize. For example, apply a scale multiplier that makes one or more criteria worth two times as much as the other criteria.

To view a sample web page, open the homepage.htm file on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture CD-ROM.

Additional Activity: 

Have the students publish their web sites.  Check if your school has a server to which the students can upload their web pages. To upload the files, they will probably need to use file transfer protocol software such as WS_FTP95. Check with the server administrator for directions on uploading and updating the files. Once the web sites are posted on the World Wide Web, have the students open them and test them online.

Credits:

Composing and Editing Web Pages.  <http://home.netscape.com/eng/mozilla/4.0/handbook/comp.htm> January 2, 2001.

Tollet, John and Robin Williams. The Non-Designer's Web Book. Berkeley, CA: Peachpit Press, 1998.
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          AS 12.1

Student Activity Sheet

Web Page Design
Name ________________________

Student Objectives: 

1. Identify the components of a web page.

2. Design a web page using appropriate design strategies and techniques.

Equipment and Materials:

· Computer with Internet access
· Web authoring software, e.g., Composer, FrontPage, Dreamweaver

· SG 12.1 Web Page Design Scoring Guide

· Floppy disks (one for each student)

· Homepage.htm (web page) [image: image4.png]


 - view for FFA example

Procedure:

1. Refer to SG 12.1 for the criteria you will be graded on.

2. Think of an idea for a web site that somehow relates to agriculture.  You can design a web page for your school’s FFA chapter that includes a list of officers, facts about the chapter, news and upcoming events, etc. Optionally, you can design a web page about yourself and your particular agricultural interests.  If you create a web page about yourself, you can tell how you first became interested in agriculture, list some of your agriculture-related projects, or include your goals or plans for the future.

Note: For design ideas, see sample home pages for FFA chapters in the United States at <http://www.ffa.org/chapters/html/customindex.html>.  

3. Create an outline of your web site. It should include the following components:  

· Home page - This page is also called the title or index page and should include the title of the web page, purpose of the page, the date it was last updated, and links to second-level pages.

· Second-level pages -Two or three pages that include information related to your subject such as one second-level page for an FFA chapter web site could be devoted to chapter officers.

4. Before starting on the computer, here are some simple tips to use when designing a web page.

· It should be neat and easy to read.

· Use one alignment (center, left, or right) to line up elements consistently on the page. 

· Group related items together on the page so they look like a unit.

· Use color, clip art, layout, etc., to make your pages look like they belong together.

· Choose the graphics wisely. Be aware that a lot of graphics in a web page can significantly increase the load time for your page.

· If you use colored text, make sure that it stands out against the background.

· Avoid background patterns that make text hard to read.

· Make sure the text is large enough to read and don't use more than three different fonts.  

· The web page should be free of spelling and grammatical errors.

· Refrain from using flashing text or pictures because they are distracting to the reader.

· Keep the information on your web page current.

5.
Create a folder on your floppy disk to store the web pages and associated files. Name the folder with your last name and words that describe the contents (e.g., Martin_FFA web page).

6.
Open the web authoring program.  The program you are using functions very similarly to a word processing program.  

7. Begin by making your home page.  If you want to change the background color of your page, do this first.  The program you are using will offer different color options. Many web sites also offer backgrounds that are free for you to download and use.  Here are a couple sites to check out: 

· Free-Backgrounds.Com  <http://www.free-backgrounds.com/> 
· WebPageBackground.com <http://www.webpagebackground.com/> 

8.
Once you have selected a background, type the name or title of your web page at the top of the page followed by a short paragraph of important information.  This information should include the purpose of the page and the date it was last updated.  Include references to your second-level pages that you will use as links after the pages are created. Be creative and try different fonts, sizes, colors, alignment, formatting, etc.  Make your page eye catching but still easy to read! See Figure 12.1 for a sample basic home page.
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   AS 12.1 (continued)
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Figure 12.1

9.
Incorporate relevant clip art or graphics in your page. Web page graphics or clip art files have a .gif or .jpg extension. The Internet has many resources for free clip art. Two resources are the following:

· Clip Art Connection <http://www.clipartconnection.com/>

· AllFreeClipArt.com <http://www.allfreeclipart.com/>

Note: Be aware that a lot of graphics in a web page can significantly increase the load time for your page.

10.
When you find a graphic on the web that you want to add to your web page, right-click on the picture.  A list of options appears.  Click on “Save Image As...” and save the picture in the web page folder on your floppy disk.

11.
Return to the web authoring program and open the page you want to add the graphic to.  Position the cursor where you want the graphic.  Software may vary slightly, but the commands for inserting an image into a web page are basically the same.  Click on “Insert Image,” “Place Image,” or anything similar and select the graphic file to insert from your floppy disk. The picture should appear on your page.  

12.
Save the home page on your floppy disk as “homepage.”

13.
Now you’re ready to add your second page (second-level page).  Open a new page and set it up using a design and background that are similar or the same as the ones you used for your home page.  This is so it will not clash with your home page and they will look like they belong together.  To change the background, repeat the same steps you followed for your home page.  Add your information in a paragraph, list, chart, table, etc. Somewhere at the bottom of your page, type the word “Home” or “Back” to set up a reference that can be linked to the home page. See Figure 12.2 for a sample page 2.
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Figure 12.2

14.
Save this page to the folder on your floppy disk with the name “page2.”

15.
Repeat step 13 to create your third and subsequent pages. Save this page to the folder on your floppy disk with the name “page3.”

16.
Now you are ready to create the links on your home page. Open your home page.  Highlight the text you want to link to the page2 file. Software may vary slightly, but the commands for linking are basically the same.  Click on “Insert Link” or anything similar, select the page2 file from your floppy disk, and link it. The word(s) are automatically underlined so the viewer knows the text is linked. Highlight the text you want to link to the page3 file and repeat the linking process. When you are done, resave your homepage.

17.
Open the page2 file, highlight the “Home” or “Back” text, link it to the home page, and resave the file. Repeat this with the page3 file.
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   AS 12.1 (continued)

18.
Now you can check your links.  Select the option in the program that allows you to preview the web pages and check their functionality.  Click on all the newly linked text.  The page should change to the linked page. 
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Web Page Design Scoring Guide

Name _________________________

Exemplary--2 pts.
Acceptable--1 pt.
Needs Work--0 pts.
Pts.

Font Appearance

Meets all of the following criteria:

1. Readable (type style, size)

2. Eye appealing (compatible 

    fonts)

3. Appropriately formatted (use of 

    bold, italics, etc.)

4. Consistent alignment
Meets three of the criteria
Meets two or fewer of the criteria


Text Mechanics

No grammar or spelling errors
A few minor errors that are not distracting
Numerous or distracting errors


Text and Background Colors

Meet all of the following

criteria:

1. Compatible

2. Good contrast 

3. Eye catching
Meet two of the criteria
Meet one or none of the criteria


Home page

Includes all of the following:

1. Title

2. Purpose

3. Date last updated

4. Links to at least two second-

    level pages
Meets three of the criteria
Meets two or fewer of the criteria


Second-level pages

Meet all of the following

criteria:

1. Logical organization

2. Relevant content

3. Similar design elements as

    home page 
Meet two of the criteria
Meet one or none of the criteria


Links

Meet all of the following

criteria:

1. Links from home page to 

    second-level pages functional

2. Links from second-level pages 

    back to home page functional 
One link not functional
Two or more links not functional


Images

Meet all of the following criteria:

1. Relevant to content

2. Good quality (good resolution, 

    clear)

3. Appropriate size

4. Act as common element to 

    connect pages together
Meet three of the criteria
Meet two or fewer of the criteria


   

Total points out of 14 points_______

Agribusiness Sales, Marketing, and Management, A12-8

