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Career Search on the Web

Curriculum Supported
Related Competencies

Agricultural Science I, Careers I Unit
1. Identify career opportunities in the agricultural industry.

2. List and classify agricultural occupations by their job requirements and benefits.

Curriculum Reference:

Careers I Unit. University of Missouri-Columbia: Instructional Materials Laboratory, 1988.

Overview:

The purpose of this activity is to increase students’ familiarity with career search tools on the web and to aid in identifying agricultural career choices. The search for careers is continuously becoming easier because of the Internet. The Internet provides access to a countless number of web sites. The web sites grow daily and contain information about nearly any career possible in the agricultural industry. 
Activity Objectives:

1. Search the web to identify the top 10 agricultural careers and justify your reasons for selecting those careers.

2. Research five agricultural careers and list the description, educational requirements, job availability, location, working conditions, skills necessary, and salary for these careers.

3. Describe the advantages of researching the web.
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AS 15.1  Career Search on the Web

Instructor Preparation/Directions:

1.
All activities and associated files are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture instructor CD-ROM. Items followed by the CD-ROM icon [image: image2.png]
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "\\\\Imlnt1\\projects\\Agriculture\\CompApps\\CLAA Instructor Guide\\Art\\CD-icon.tif" \* MERGEFORMAT are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture student CD-ROM. 

2.
Before assigning this activity to students, check the web links provided to ensure they are still available and current.

3. Check to see if there is a student use policy at your school for using the network and Internet.  Students and parents may have to sign a form that releases the students to use the network and Internet during class.

4.
Discuss Internet cautions with the students before beginning this activity.  Inform them not to provide any personal information over the Internet through chat rooms or other sites.  Personal information includes full name, address, phone number, social security number, or picture.  Check with your school for additional rules and regulations on Internet use.

Activity Length: 100 min.


Discussion Questions:

1. How is the Internet useful in searching for careers?

· The web contains a vast amount of information about almost anything imaginable. This information is constantly updated to provide the most current information possible and can be accessed within a very short amount of time. 

· Using search engines on the web is a very quick and effective way to access information. Imagine if the web were not available for searching for things such as career choices. Students would spend a lot more time on the phone and writing letters. 

2. How hard is it for students to pick their favorite agricultural careers and what factors go into the decision?

· It is extremely difficult for some to choose a career and for others it is not difficult at all. Either way, there are certain points to consider when selecting a career: personal fulfillment, pay, working conditions, location of employment, education required, etc. When all of these points are considered, certain choices may be ranked higher while others may be deleted from the list. Some people have only one reason to go into a career (e.g., personal fulfillment) and that is okay.  What matters is what career is the best match for you.

Assessment:

Answers to AS 15.1 will vary depending on the careers selected.

Additional Activity:
Using the most desirable career choice, create a presentation on the computer. The presentation could be created with PowerPoint or some other presentation software. Within the presentation include information about what an individual in that career would actually do. Find some pictures of individuals working in this career or pictures related to it and include them in the presentation.  Also include the personal reasons why you chose this career.

Alternative Application:

This activity can also be used to support the following curriculum and competency.

Exploring Agriculture in America
A. 1. Define agriculture and identify career opportunities in agriculture.

Credit:
Careers I Unit (Student Reference). University of Missouri-Columbia: Instructional Materials Laboratory, 1988.
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          AS 15.1

Student Activity Sheet

Career Search on the Web
Name ________________________

Student Objectives:

1.
Search the web to identify the top 10 agricultural careers and justify your reasons for selecting those careers.

2.
Research five agricultural careers and list the description, educational requirements, job availability, location, working conditions, skills necessary, and salary for these careers.

3.
Describe the advantages of researching the web.

Equipment and Materials:

· Computer with Internet access

Procedure:

1.
Use a search engine such as Northern Light <http://www.northernlight.com> or Google <http://www.google.com> to find web sites for agricultural careers. Enter the keywords “agricultural career,” and after you find specific careers, try entering the career title to find more information. A list of suggested web sites appears below. These pages will provide links to many other agricultural web sites and other career search sites. Visit the web sites that seem the most interesting. 

· Agricultural Electronic Bulletin Board <http://agebb.missouri.edu>  This site has information on various areas of agriculture.

· FFA Career Center <http://www.ffa.org/careers/index.html>.  Click on the Ag Career Center link in the listing of links.

· Penn State, College of Agricultural Sciences <http://www.cas.psu.edu/docs/CASHOME/AGCAREERS.HTML>.  This site provides career information on various areas of agriculture.

2.
Review the career information and pick the 10 agricultural careers that you are most interested in.

3.
Record in the following table the 10 careers you chose and the reasons for choosing them (e.g., wildlife biologist, I’m interested in wildlife and like the outdoors; livestock producer, I could have independence and be my own boss).

4.
Provide the web site addresses that you used for your research.

Agricultural Career Choices
Reasons for Selection

1.




2.




3.




4.




5.




6.




7.




8.




9.




10.





Web site references: _______________________________________________
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   AS 15.1 (continued)

5.
Access the FFA Career Center web site at <http://www.ffa.org/careers/index.html> and click on the Ag Career Center link in the listing of links.

6.
Search for the top 5 careers out of the 10 that you have identified.  Click on the career title links for each of the five to find information on the following items:

· Brief job description

· Education requirements

· Job availability

· Location

· Working conditions

· Skills necessary

· Salary

7.
Record the information in the following table.

8.
Provide the web site addresses that you used for your research.

1. Career Title:                                                                                                                               



Brief Description


Education Requirements


Job Availability


Location


Working Conditions


Skills Necessary


Salary








           The table continues on the following page.




2. Career Title:



Brief Description


Education Requirements


Job Availability


Location


Working Conditions


Skills Necessary


Salary


3. Career Title:



Brief Description


Education Requirements


Job Availability


Location


Working Conditions


Skills Necessary


Salary


The table continues on the following page.
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   AS 15.1 (continued)
4. Career Title:



Brief Description


Education Requirements


Job Availability


Location


Working Conditions


Skills Necessary


Salary


5. Career Title:



Brief Description


Education Requirements


Job Availability


Location


Working Conditions


Skills Necessary


Salary


Web site references: _____________________________________________________
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