[image: image1.png]




Swine Breed Comparison

Curriculum Supported
Related Competency

Agricultural Science I, Introduction to Swine Production
2. Identify the major swine breeds and their significance in the industry.



Curriculum Reference:

Introduction to Swine Production.  University of Missouri-Columbia: Instructional Materials Laboratory, 1997.
Overview: 

The Internet is a rapidly growing resource that contains a vast amount of information in the field of agriculture. Because of the wide breadth of information and speed and ease with which the information can be accessed, the Internet has become a popular research tool. In this activity, the Internet is used to research and compare 10 different breeds of swine. 
Activity Objectives:

1. 
Compare the identifying characteristics of 10 swine breeds on the web.
2. 
Describe the advantages of researching topics on the web.
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AS 16.1 Swine Breed Comparison
Instructor Preparation/Directions:

1.
All activities and associated files are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture instructor CD-ROM. Items followed by the CD-ROM icon [image: image2.png]
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "\\\\Imlnt1\\projects\\Agriculture\\CompApps\\CLAA Instructor Guide\\Art\\CD-icon.tif" \* MERGEFORMAT are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture student CD-ROM.
2.
Before assigning this activity to students, check the web links provided to ensure they are still available and current.
3. Check to see if there is a student use policy at your school for using the network and Internet.  Students and parents may have to sign a form that releases the students to use the network and Internet during class.
4. Discuss Internet cautions with the students before beginning this activity.  Inform them not to provide any personal information over the Internet through chat rooms or other sites.  Personal information includes full name, address, phone number, social security number, or picture.  Check with your school for additional rules and regulations on Internet use.
5.
Review AS 16.1 with students to ensure they understand the activity.

Activity Length: 100 min.


Discussion Question:

What are the benefits of using the Internet to research the characteristics of different breeds of swine?

· You will become more adept at using this resource, a skill that employers of today’s job market value highly. 

· Being familiar with the Internet can aid you when making decisions (e.g., which political candidate to vote for, which vehicle to purchase). 

· Using the Internet to conduct searches will develop your ability and increase your confidence in using this valuable tool. 

Assessment:

Answers to AS 16.1 will vary depending on the breeds selected.

Additional Activity: 
Have students create a presentation of their research using PowerPoint or another presentation software and present it to the class.

Alternative Applications:

1.
Select 10 breeds of beef, sheep, dairy cattle, or poultry and research the identifying characteristics of each breed. See applicable curricula and competencies below. Use a table such as the one for AS 16.1 and customize it for the type of livestock being researched. This activity can also be used to research horses, dogs, etc.

Agricultural Science I, Introduction to Beef Production
2. Identify the major beef breeds and their significance to the beef industry.

Agricultural Science I, Sheep
2. Combine information and visual selection to choose superior sheep.

Agricultural Science I, Introduction to Dairy Production
2. Identify the major dairy breeds in Missouri and their significance to the dairy industry.

Agricultural Science I, Poultry
2. Select and evaluate poultry.

2.
Using the Internet, compare a list of different crop varieties. Create a table such as the one used in this activity but modify it to include characteristics such as yield potential, disease resistance, insect resistance, winter hardiness, etc. See applicable curriculum and competencies below.
Advanced Crop Science
F. 2. Select a corn and/or grain sorghum variety.

G. 2. Select a soybean variety suitable for your area.

H. 2. Select wheat and other small grain varieties.

J. 2. Select cotton variety with a local cotton consultant.

K. 2. Select rice variety and grade to be planted with a local rice consultant.

Credit:

Introduction to Swine Production (Student Reference). Instructional Materials Laboratory. University of Missouri-Columbia. 1997.
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          AS 16.1

Student Activity Sheet

Swine Breed Comparison

Name: ______________________

Student Objectives:

1. 
Compare the identifying characteristics of 10 swine breeds on the web.

2. 
Describe the advantages of researching topics on the web.

Equipment and Materials:

· Computer with Internet access

Procedure:

1.   
Search the Internet for web sites with information on breeds of swine.


Some suggested web sites are listed below.

<http://frost.ca.uky.edu/agripedia>

<http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds>

<http://web.utk.edu/~amathew/breeds.html>

2.
Choose 10 breeds of swine and locate the information required in the 


table below. Complete the table as you do your research.

Note: Information for the Other category can include physical characteristics such as leanness, muscling, or hair color; mothering ability; growth rate; feed efficiency; origination; etc.


3.
Indicate the web addresses that you used for the information.


Breed
Color
Ear Type
Litter Size
Other

1.








Table continues on next page


Breed
Color
Ear Type
Litter Size
Other

2.






3.






4.






5.






Table continues on next page
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   AS 16.1 (continued)

Breed
Color
Ear Type
Litter Size
Other

6.






7.






8.






Table continues on next page


Breed
Color
Ear Type
Litter Size
Other

9.






10.






Web site references: _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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