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Internet as a Resource

Overview: 

In this activity, search engines on the Internet are used as tools to search for information on how to determine the credibility of information found on the Internet, the ethics and copyright issues involved in using the information, and the purpose and components of a domain name.

Activity Objectives:

1.
Explain how to determine the credibility of information on the Internet.

2.
Understand the ethics and copyright issues involved in using information from the Internet.

3.
Define what a domain name is.

4.
Understand the components of a domain name.

Activity Sheet: 
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AS 3.1  Internet as a Resource 

Instructor Preparation/Directions:

1.
Before assigning this activity to students, check the web links provided to ensure they are still available and current.

2.
All activities and associated files are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture instructor CD-ROM. Items followed by the CD-ROM icon [image: image2.png]


  INCLUDEPICTURE "\\\\Imlnt1\\projects\\Agriculture\\CompApps\\CLAA Instructor Guide\\Art\\CD-icon.tif" \* MERGEFORMAT 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "\\\\Imlnt1\\projects\\Agriculture\\CompApps\\CLAA Instructor Guide\\Art\\CD-icon.tif" \* MERGEFORMAT  INCLUDEPICTURE "\\\\Imlnt1\\projects\\Agriculture\\CompApps\\CLAA Instructor Guide\\Art\\CD-icon.tif" \* MERGEFORMAT 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "\\\\Imlnt1\\projects\\Agriculture\\CompApps\\CLAA Instructor Guide\\Art\\CD-icon.tif" \* MERGEFORMAT are provided on the Computer Lab Activities in Agriculture student CD-ROM.

3. Review AS 3.1 with students to ensure they understand the activity.

4. Check to see if there is a student use policy at your school for using the network and Internet.  Students and parents may have to sign a form that releases the students to use the network and Internet during class.

5. Discuss Internet cautions with the students before beginning this activity.  Inform them not to provide any personal information over the Internet through chat rooms or other sites.  Personal information includes full name, address, phone number, social security number, or picture.  Check with your school for additional rules and regulations on Internet use.

Activity length: 100 minutes

Discussion Questions:

1. Why should each web site be evaluated before using the information?

· Some of the information on the Internet can be biased or false. 


2.
What are citation procedures for information found on the Internet?

· If students use information from the Internet they must give credit to the author for the information or get permission from the copyright owner. Whether credit is sufficient or permission must be granted depends on the use of the material. 

3.
What is the purpose of a domain name?

· Your home address allows people to find where you live.  The domain name serves a similar purpose.  It allows people to find where you house your web page on the Internet.   

Assessment:

Answers to AS 3.1 will vary somewhat but should be similar to the following.

1. Accuracy/Content (The student should list at least three of the following points.)


Is the information accurate when checked against other print and electronic sources?


Does there appear to be any bias or agenda? (e.g., If a company selling fruit juice states that drinking the juice will help prevent cancer, you have to question that statement because the juice company may just be trying to increase sales.)


Does all information appear to be complete and thorough?


Is the purpose clearly defined? (e.g., to sell, entertain, or inform)


Is the language appropriate for the intended audience?

Author Credibility (The student should list at least two of the following points.)


Are the author and sponsor clearly defined?


Is there contact information for the author? (e.g., e-mail address)


Is there information on the author’s experience or credentials?


Are the credentials or experience relevant to the web site content?

Currency (The student should list at least two of the following points.)


When was the last time the web site was updated?


Does the information appear to be outdated?


Are there links that don’t work? This could be a sign that the web site has not been updated recently.



Documentation (The student should list one point.)


Are there citations for the resources used in developing the content?


Are these citations reliable, complete, and up-to-date?

2.
Copyright is a legal right that protects creative works from being reproduced, performed, or disseminated by others without the owner’s permission.

3.
No. The Copyright Act protects creative works even though they are not registered.

4.
Fair use is an exception to the copyright law that allows individuals to use small amounts of copyrighted material when it will not affect the value of the material.  Examples include using passages from a book in a review of the book, summarizing a speech, or reproducing a small part of a work to be used for a lesson in school. Appropriate credit should still be given.

5.
Copyright issues are important because the authors or owners must be recognized and given proper credit for their work. If you do not respect the copyright laws, the owner may sue for damages. Also, it’s unethical to use material that’s not credited to the author/owner.

6.
A domain name is a group of letters used to identify web page addresses.  An example is “missouri.edu,” which is the domain name for the University of Missouri home page.

7.
A domain name has two components:

a. 
The company name, government agency, etc.

b. 
The suffix, e.g., com (commercial business), net (network organization), org (nonprofit organization), edu (educational institution), gov (governmental agency), mil (military).  

8. Domain names help people find you on the Internet.  The characters used can be something easy to remember or it can be a word or phrase that describes what your web site contains (e.g., www.flowerdelivery.com would be a company that delivers flowers).

Additional Activities: 

1.
Divide the students into groups and have each group present information on a topic it has researched for this activity.

2. Have the students create a fact sheet about copyright issues, Internet ethics, and Internet credibility.  Have the students pass out the fact sheets to teachers, administrators, and other students in the school.  This could be a very useful resource for them.

3. Instruct each student to find his/her top five agriculture-related web sites and present them to the class explaining why they are good web sites.  Have the class pick the top five.  Lead a class discussion about what makes a good web site.

4. Have students search for 25 web sites on an agriculture-related topic and categorize them as to purpose (e.g., informational, entertaining, promotional).

Credits:

Copyright Definition - Microsoft Encarta 96 Encyclopedia.

<http://www.sba.gov/cgi-bin/print_hit_bold.pl/hotlist/crdef.html> December 7, 2000.

The Copyright Website. <http://www.benedict.com/> December 6, 2000.

Dartmouth College EA Music, Definition of a Copyright.

<http://music.dartmouth.edu/~wowem/teletalk/copyright/definition.html> December 7, 2000.

Franklin Pierce Law Center, Copyright on the Internet.

<http://www.fplc.edu/tfield/copyNet.htm> December 7, 2000.

Go Domains, Beginners Information.

<http://www.godomains.com.au/faq/beginners/> December 7, 2000.

The Naming System. <http://www.webteacher.org/winnet/domain/name.html> December 7, 2000.

State University of New York, Be a Skeptic or Be a Fool: Credibility of Internet Information. <http://www.sunyit.edu/library/html/vl/vlskeptic.html> December 7, 2000. 

University at Albany Libraries, Evaluating Internet Resources.

<http://www.albany.edu/library/internet/evaluate.html> December 6, 2000.

University of Illinois, Evaluating Internet Resources.

<http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/ressubj/subject/intrnt/evaluate.htm> December 6, 2000.

University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire, Ten C's For Evaluating Internet Sources. <http://www.uwec.edu/Admin/Library/Guides/tencs.html> December 6, 2000.

Webopedia: Online Computer Dictionary for Internet Terms and Technical Support. <http://webopedia.internet.com> December 6, 2000.
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AS 3.1

Student Activity Sheet

Internet as a Resource
Name ________________________

Student Objectives:

1.
Explain how to determine the credibility of information on the Internet.

2.
Understand the ethics and copyright issues involved in using information from the Internet.

3.
Define what a domain name is.

4.
Understand the components of a domain name.

Equipment and Materials:

· Computer with Internet access

Procedure: 

1.
To answer questions 1 through 8 on the next page, access a search engine such as Yahoo <http://www.yahoo.com> or Google <http://www.google.com> to search the Internet.

2.
Enter key words such as “Internet credibility,” “ethics,” “copyright issues,” “copyright definition,” and “domain name” in the search box.  

3.
Complete the activity sheet using the web site references provided below or sites found while searching the Internet. Be sure to include the web site addresses you use to find the information.

Sites to research Internet credibility issues:

<http://www.sunyit.edu/library/html/vl/vlskeptic.html> 
<http://www.albany.edu/library/internet/evaluate.html> 

<http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/ressubj/subject/intrnt/evaluate.htm> 

<http://www.uwec.edu/Admin/Library/Guides/tencs.html>

Sites to research Internet copyright issues:

<http://www.sba.gov/cgi-bin/print_hit_bold.pl/hotlist/crdef.html>

<http://music.dartmouth.edu/~wowem/teletalk/copyright/definition.html>

<http://www.fplc.edu/tfield/copyNet.htm>

<http://www.benedict.com/>

Sites to research domain names:

<http://webopedia.internet.com>

<http://www.webteacher.org/winnet/domain/name.html>

<http://www.godomains.com.au/faq/beginners/>

Questions:
1.
When evaluating the credibility of a web site, what points should you consider?  Respond to each category.



Accuracy/Content (List at least three points.)



a.



b.



c.



Author Credibility (List at least two points.)



a.



b.



Currency (List at least two points.)



a.

b.

Documentation (List one point.)



a.



Web site addresses of sources:

2.
What is the definition of copyright?



Web site addresses of sources:
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     AS 3.1 (continued)

3.
If a web site does not state that the content is protected by copyright, is it fair to use the material without permission? Explain.



Web site addresses of sources:

4.
What is “fair use”? Give one example that would be fair use of material.



Web site addresses of sources:

5.
Why are copyright issues so important? 



Web site addresses of sources:

6.
Explain what a domain name is. Give an example of a domain name.



Web site addresses of sources:

7.
What are the components of a domain name?



Web site addresses of sources:

8. Why is a domain name needed?


Web site addresses of sources:
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