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Curriculum Guide:  Exploring Agriculture in America
Unit:  II. Plant Science 

Unit Objective: 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of plants and proper plant care by evaluating plants in a plant care contest.

Show-Me Standards: 1.3, SC4

References: 

Exploring Agriculture in America. University of Missouri-Columbia, Instructional Materials Laboratory, 2000.

Missouri CDE Handbook. Accessed February 14, 2003, from http://www.dese.state.mo.us/divvoced/ag_cde_guidelines.htm.
Students may use additional outside sources to complete this activity.

Instructional Strategies/Activities:

•
Students will engage in study questions in lessons 1 through 5.

•
Students will complete AS 4.1, Plant Care Contest; and AS 4.2, Plant Care Requirements. 

•
Additional activities that relate to the unit objective can be found under the heading “Other Activities” in the following location: p. II-66 (1, 2, 4). 

Performance-Based Assessment:

As part of the instructional activities for this unit, students will care for a plant and enter it in a plant care contest that will be judged by the instructor. For the performance-based assessment, students will judge the plant care contest as well.

Assessment will be based on the thoroughness and accuracy of judgments and comments in the plant care contest.
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Instructor Guide

The instructor should assign the performance-based assessment activity at the beginning of the unit. Students will work toward completing the activity as they progress through the unit lessons. The assessment activity will be due at the completion of the unit.

1.
Assign AS 4.1, Plant Care Contest, and AS 4.2, Plant Care Requirements. 

2.
As part of AS 4.1, each student will receive a house plant at the beginning of the course that he or she will care for and bring back to class to be evaluated by the instructor in a plant care contest.  

a.
Be sure that all plants are of the same type and in uniform condition when the students receive them.  
b.
See AS 4.1 and AS 4.2 for additional details.

3.
For the performance-based assessment, have students judge the plant care contest as well.

4.
To judge the contest, students will need a scoring guide that addresses common needs and problems associated with their plant. Lead students in a discussion to develop a uniform scoring guide. 

a.
Areas to be addressed by the scoring guide could include, but are not limited to, the following:

(
Common pests, diseases, and other disorders

(
Indicators of a healthy plant

(
Recommendations and comments

b.
See also the table that accompanies AS 4.2 for other possible scoring guide areas.

c.
A blank scoring guide form is included with this assessment that can be used or adapted for this activity, as desired.
d.
Establish and explain a point system for the scoring guide. The form included with this assessment is set up for a 0 to 5 scoring range, with 5 being the maximum number of points possible.
5.
This activity should help students prepare for similar Career Development Events (CDEs), such as the Floriculture Event and Nursery Landscape Event. 

a.
Refer to the Missouri CDE Handbook for guidelines regarding Floriculture and Nursery Landscape Events. The Missouri CDE Handbook is available from the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education at http://www.dese.state.mo.us/divvoced/ag_cde_guidelines.htm, accessed February 17, 2003.

b.
The Plant Disorder Diagnosis Practicum in the Floriculture Event and the Plant Disorder Diagnosis Scorecard in the Nursery Landscape Event can be used to help develop the plant contest scoring guide, if desired.
6.
Judge the plant care contest and have students judge it as well. Students should judge their own plant as well as the plants of all their classmates.
7.
Have students turn in their completed scoring guides.

8.
The final assessment score will be based on the thoroughness and accuracy of judgments and comments in the plant care contest. 

a.
The student’s care of his or her plant is assessed by AS 4.1.
b.
The students’ placement of the plants is not figured into the final assessment score.
9.
If desired, award appropriate prizes for the best-cared-for plants. 
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Student Handout
1.
The instructor will provide you with a plant that you must take home and care for and bring back later in the course to be judged in a plant care contest.

2.
Determine how to care for the plant properly. For example, determine what pests and diseases it is likely to get and how to prevent or treat them, what its basic needs are, and how to tell if the plant is healthy.

3.
Use the information you gather to judge the plant care contest. The instructor will also be judging the contest.

4.
Judge all the plants in the contest, including your own. Be sure to write comments for all the plants. Comments would include observations about signs of good health as well as any disorders. For any comments about disorders, be sure to include recommendations for how to correct the situation. 
5.
Give each contestant a score from 0 to 5, with 5 being the best, based on the plant’s overall condition.
6.
Turn in your completed scoring guide.

7.
Your final assessment score will be based on the thoroughness and accuracy of your judgments and comments in the plant care contest.
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Plant Care Contest Scoring Guide
Name____________________

Use the form below to judge the plant care contest. Judge all the plants in the contest, including your own. Give each contestant a score from 0 to 5, with 5 being the best, based on the plant’s overall condition. Write comments for all the plants. Comments would include observations about signs of good health as well as any disorders. For any comments about disorders, be sure to include recommendations for how to correct the situation.

	Name of Contestant
	Comments and Recommendations: 

Note Pests, Diseases, or Other Disorders and Indicators of Good Health
	Total

(5 Pts. Max.)
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Scoring Guide
Name 


	Assessment Area
	Criteria
	0 Points
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points
	4 Points
	Weight
	Total

	Accuracy of Judgments in Plant Care Contest
	Makes thorough and accurate comments and judgments

	Failed 
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 11.25
	

	Recommendations
	Offers appropriate, constructive recommendations to correct any disorders

	Failed 
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 11.25
	

	Technical Considerations
	Uses correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar


	Failed 
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 2.5
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Final Assessment Total ________/100 pts.

Comments:


( Page 9 (





( Page 10 (









( Page 1 (

( Page 6 (

( Page 7 (

