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Curriculum Guide:  Exploring Agriculture in America
Unit:  I. Introduction to Agriculture

Unit Objective: 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of agriculture by identifying top-producing states in the United States for several major agricultural products and explaining the importance of one product to one state’s economy in a brief oral report. 

Show-Me Standards: 1.2, SS7

References: 

Exploring Agriculture in America. University of Missouri-Columbia, Instructional Materials Laboratory, 2000.

Farm Facts. American Farm Bureau Federation. Accessed April 17, 2003, from http://www.fb.com/brochures/farmfacts/.

U.S. National Agricultural Statistics Service. Census of Agriculture. Accessed February 13, 2003, from http://www.nass.usda.gov/census/. 
Students will use additional outside sources to complete this activity.

Instructional Strategies/Activities:

•
Students will engage in study questions in lessons 1 through 5.

•
Students will complete AS 3.1, Census of Agriculture; AS 3.2, Time Line of Agriculture and History; and AS 4.2, Agricultural Commodities Produced in Missouri. 

•
Additional activities that relate to the unit objective can be found under the heading “Other Activities” in the following locations: pp. I-64–I-65 
(1, 2, 3, 5) and p. I-79 (1). 

Performance-Based Assessment:

The instructor will provide students with a list of agricultural products. Students will identify the five leading U.S. states in the production of each product. Students will also research one state and product to determine the importance of that product in the state’s economy and present their findings in a brief oral report.

Assessment will be based on the accuracy of identifications and overall content and presentation of the report. 

Unit I—Introduction to Agriculture

Instructor Guide

The instructor should assign the performance-based assessment activity at the beginning of the unit. Students will work toward completing the activity as they progress through the unit lessons. The assessment activity will be due at the completion of the unit.

1.
Provide students with a list of major agricultural products. 
a.
A list of common agricultural products is included with AS 3.1, Census of Agriculture. 
b.
Substitute important regional products or develop a new list of products, if preferred.
2.
Provide students with a map of the United States, such as the one included with AS 3.1 on p. I-73. 

3.
Have students identify the five leading U.S. states in the production of each product and label the states on the map. Information regarding agricultural census data can be found at the USDA-NASS web site at http://www.nass.usda.gov/census/, accessed February, 13, 2003.

4.
Once students have identified the states, they must choose one state and product and determine the importance of that product to the state’s overall economy. If desired, lead a discussion to help students focus their research. Sample topics students could address include, but are not limited to, the following:

(
Where is the product grown or raised within the state?

(
How is it used?

(
Are there processing or purification plants in the state?

(
What are some of the final products?

(
Are these final products manufactured in the state?

(
Is the product used with other products manufactured in the state?
5.
Have students present their findings in a brief oral report.

6.
Students may use material found in the unit as well as additional outside material to complete their report. 

a.
Students may not use the source material word for word and must provide a complete bibliography of their sources along with their completed map following their report. 

b.
Students should also incorporate other elements, such as charts or illustrations, and make use of presentation software or other equipment or material as needed to make the report interesting and informative.

7.
The final assessment score will be based on the accuracy of the identifications and the overall content and presentation of the report.
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Student Handout
1.
The instructor will provide you with a map of the United States and a list of major agricultural products.

2.
Determine the five top-producing states for each product and label the states on the map.

3.
Once you have identified the states, choose one state and one of its products and determine the importance of that product to the state’s overall economy. Be sure to include related industries and by-products, as well as any additional topics indicated by your instructor.

4.
Present your findings in a brief oral report.

5.
You may use material found in the unit or discussed in class as well as additional outside material to complete your report. 

a.
You may not use the source material word for word and must provide the instructor with a complete bibliography of your sources along with your completed map following your report. 

b.
Incorporate other elements, such as charts or illustrations, and make use of presentation software or other equipment as needed to make the report interesting and informative.

6.
Your final assessment score will be based on the accuracy of your identifications and the overall content and presentation of your report.
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Scoring Guide
Name 


	Assessment Area
	Criteria
	0 Points
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points
	4 Points
	Weight
	Total

	Thoroughness of Map
	Map addresses all products

	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 5
	

	Accuracy of Map
	Top producers are correctly identified


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 5
	

	Thoroughness and Accuracy of Report
	Information is complete and facts are accurate


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 7.5
	

	Delivery of Report
	Engages listeners, speaks clearly, and maintains good posture and eye contact
	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 3.5
	

	Organization of Report
	Report is well organized
	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 2
	

	Technical Considerations
	Spelling and grammar

are correct
	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 2
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Final Assessment Total ________/100 pts.
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