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Curriculum Guide:  Exploring Agriculture in America
Unit:  III. Animals in Society

Unit Objective: 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of animals in society and the responsibility of animal ownership by designing a care regimen and budget for a companion or production animal and presenting their findings on a poster that will be displayed in class.

Show-Me Standards: 1.8, CA4

Reference: 

Exploring Agriculture in America. University of Missouri-Columbia, Instructional Materials Laboratory, 2000.

Students may use additional outside sources to complete this activity.

Instructional Strategies/Activities:

•
Students will engage in study questions in lessons 1 through 4.

•
Students will complete AS 2.1, Animal Care Requirements; AS 2.2, Pet Journal; AS. 3.1, Animal Budget—Can You Afford a Pet?; and AS 3.3, Livestock Concerns.

•
Additional activities that relate to the unit objective can be found under the heading “Other Activities” in the following locations: p. III-15 (1) and p. III-23 (1, 2, 3).

Performance-Based Assessment:

Each student will choose an animal, either a companion animal, such as a dog, or a production animal, such as a beef cow, and design a weekly care regimen for that animal. Students will also research their chosen animal to determine what major scheduled care practices, such as vaccination, the animal needs throughout the year, when they should take place, and how much they cost. They will present their findings on a poster that will be displayed in class.

Assessment will be based on the overall content and presentation of the poster.
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Instructor Guide

The instructor should assign the performance-based assessment activity at the beginning of the unit. Students will work toward completing the activity as they progress through the unit lessons. The assessment activity will be due at the completion of the unit.

1.
Have students choose a companion or production animal.

a.
To help broaden the students’ understanding of the material, have them select an animal that they have not personally taken care of and have not researched for a previous activity in this unit.

b.
If desired, lead the class in listing animals besides the most common production and companion animals. For example, students could research a type of production animal that is important in the state but is not typically raised in their region, or specialty animals, such as ostriches, emus, bison, fish, or bees, or an exotic pet, such as a snake.

2.
Have students design a weekly care regimen for their chosen animal. If desired, adapt the chart that accompanies AS 2.2, Pet Journal, which includes the following categories: “Food,” “Water,” “Exercise & Play,” “Cleaning, Brushing, Bathing, or Cleaning Pen,” and “Other.”

3.
Have students develop an expected yearly budget for maintaining the animal. 
a.
To do this, have students list the basic materials and care practices they will have to purchase for the animal throughout the year, such as food and vaccinations, when and how often they will be needed, and how much they cost. Students should show their work and include the cost for each item as well as a total cost for all the materials and care practices. 
b.
If desired, use or adapt the Ongoing Expenses budget that accompanies AS 3.1, Animal Budget—Can You Afford a Pet?
4.
Have students present their weekly schedule and yearly maintenance budget on a poster, which will be displayed in class.

5.
Students may use material found in the unit or discussed in class as well as additional outside material to complete their poster. 

a.
Students may not use the source material word for word and must provide a complete bibliography of their sources along with their completed poster. 

b.
Students should incorporate other elements, such as illustrations, as needed to make their poster interesting and informative.

6.
The final assessment score will be based on the overall content and presentation of the poster.
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Student Handout
1.
Choose a companion or production animal that you have not personally taken care of and have not researched for a previous activity in this unit.

2.
Design a program for your chosen animal that includes all the care requirements the animal will need each day for a week, such as feeding, watering, exercise, and grooming, and any other activities that apply.
3.
Develop an expected yearly budget for maintaining the animal. 
a.
To do this, list the basic materials and care practices you will have to purchase for the animal throughout the year, such as food and vaccinations, when and how often they will be needed, and how much they cost. 
b.
Show your work and include the cost for each item as well as a total cost for all the materials and care practices.
4.
Present your weekly care schedule and your yearly maintenance budget on a poster, which will be displayed in class. 
5.
You may use material found in the unit or discussed in class as well as additional outside material to complete your poster. 

a.
You may not use the source material word for word and must provide the instructor with a complete bibliography of your sources along with your completed poster. 

b.
Incorporate other elements, such as illustrations, as needed to make the poster interesting and informative.

6.
Your final assessment score will be based on the overall content and presentation of your poster.
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Scoring Guide
Name 


	Assessment Area
	Criteria
	0 Points
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points
	4 Points
	Weight
	Total

	Thoroughness 
	Poster provides a thorough overview of the responsibilities and costs of caring for an animal


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 10
	

	Accuracy 
	Information is accurate


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 7.5
	

	Presentation 
	Poster is well organized and eye-appealing


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 5
	

	Technical Considerations
	Spelling, grammar, and punctuation are correct


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 2.5
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Final Assessment Total ________/100 pts.
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