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Curriculum Guide:  Exploring Agriculture in America
Unit:  VII. Basic Home and Farmstead Safety and Maintenance 

Unit Objective: 

Students will apply their understanding of basic safety and maintenance procedures by designing a home safety checklist. 

Show-Me Standards: 4.7, HP2

References: 

Exploring Agriculture in America. University of Missouri-Columbia, Instructional Materials Laboratory, 2000.

Farm Safety 4 Just Kids. Safety Fact Sheets. Accessed April 25, 2003, from http://www.fs4jk.org/factsheets.html.
National Ag Safety Database. Accessed April 25, 2003, from http://www.cdc.gov/nasd/index.html.

Students may use additional outside sources to complete this activity.

Instructional Strategies/Activities:

•
Students will engage in study questions in lessons 1 through 5.

•
Students will complete AS 2.1, Electrical Safety Checklist; AS 5.4, Mower Safety Demonstration; AS 5.5, Mowing Obstacle Course; and AS 5.6, Lawn Mower Safety Guidelines.

•
Additional activities that relate to the unit objective can be found under the heading “Other Activities” in the following locations: p. VII-5 (3), 
p. VII-37 (2, 3), p. VII-51 (1, 2, 3, 4), and p. VII-56 (3, 4). 

Performance-Based Assessment:

Students will apply basic safety and maintenance procedures by designing a home safety checklist. 

Assessment will be based on the overall content and presentation of the checklist.

Unit VII—Basic Home and Farmstead Safety and Maintenance

Instructor Guide
The instructor should assign the performance-based assessment activity at the beginning of the unit. Students will work toward completing the activity as they progress through the unit lessons. The assessment activity will be due at the completion of the unit.

1.
Have students develop a general safety checklist for the home. If desired, lead students in a discussion to help them design their checklist.  Safety information is addressed in study questions in lessons 1, 4, and 5 of this unit. Discussion topics could include, but are not limited to, the following:

a.
Review the items and areas students will need to address to conduct a thorough safety inspection. 
b.
Point out that the checklist should clearly and precisely indicate the safety status of all the equipment and materials it addresses so that they or someone else looking at the checklist would know at a glance what items could be used safely and what must be done to correct any problems.  
c.
If desired, indicate that students might want to include a column with a heading such as “Comments” or “Correction Needed” that could be used to explain specifically any repairs or replacements that must be made.
2.
Students may use material found in the unit or discussed in class as well as additional outside material to complete their checklist. Students may not use the source material word for word and must provide a complete bibliography of their sources along with their checklist.

3.
Have students turn in their checklists. Grade the checklists. 
a.
Checklists should be thorough, clear, and easy to use. 

b.
All safety information should be correct and there should be no spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors.
4.
Return the checklists to the students.
5.
If desired, lead the class in a discussion of home safety to review the precautions the students named and to cover any procedures they might have missed. 

a.
This discussion could be used to develop a final home safety checklist that could be turned into a handout or written on the board for the students to copy, if desired.
b.
Because this step is listed as an optional activity, it is not included in the final assessment scoring guide.
6.
The final assessment score will be based on the overall content and presentation of the original safety checklist.

Unit VII—Basic Home and Farmstead Safety and Maintenance

Student Handout
1.
Develop and write a home safety checklist.

2.
You may use material found in the unit or discussed in class as well as outside material to complete your checklist.
3.
You may not use the source material word for word and must provide the instructor with a complete bibliography of your sources along with your completed checklist.

4.
Checklists should be thorough, clear, and easy to use and all safety information should be correct. 

5.
Your final assessment score will be based on the overall content and presentation of your safety checklist.
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Unit VII—Basic Home and Farmstead Safety and Maintenance

Scoring Guide
Name 


	Assessment Area
	Criteria
	0 Points
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points
	4 Points
	Weight
	Total

	Thoroughness of  Safety Checklist
	Addresses all key items and areas in the home

	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 8.75
	

	Accuracy of Safety Information
	All safety information is correct


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 8.75
	

	Presentation
	Clear, well organized, and easy to use


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 5
	

	Technical Considerations
	Spelling, grammar, and punctuation are correct


	Failed
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	X 2.5
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Final Assessment Total ________/100 pts.
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