
Common Softwood Classifications and Grades
Classification and Grade Description or Use
Finish or selects  - Up to 1 1/2 in. thick, 2 in. or more wide; graded on basis of appearance

B & BTR Nearly clear, with only minor defects; suitable for natural finish
C More and larger defects than B & BTR but suitable for paint finish
D A little lower in quality than C but still suitable for paint finish

Boards  - Up to 1 1/2 in. thick, 2 in. or more wide; graded for suitability for use in construction
SEL MER or 1 Used in housing and light construction for exposed paneling, shelving, etc.
CONST 2 Used for subfloors, roof sheathing, etc.
STD 3 Used about the same as CONST 2 grade but a little lower in quality
UTIL 4 Combines usefulness and lower cost for general construction purposes
ECON 5 Used for low-grade sheathing, crating, and bracing

Dimension  - 2 to 5 in. thick, 2 in. or more wide
Structural light framing 2 to 4 in. thick, 2 to 4 in. wide; for engineered use when higher strength is needed

Select structural (SEL STR) Used where high strength, stiffness and good appearance are needed
No. 1 Used about the same as SEL STR grade, but a little lower in quality
No. 2 Recommended for most general construction uses
No. 3 Used for general construction where appearance is not a factor

Light framing 2 to 4 in. thick, 2 to 4 in. wide; provides good appearance where high strength and high 
appearance are not needed

Construction Recommended and widely used for general framing purposes
Standard About the same uses as construction grade, but a little lower in quality
Utility Used for studding, blocking, plates, etc., where economy and good strength are desired
Economy Suitable for crating, bracing, and temporary construction

Studs 2 to 4 in. thick, 2 to 4 in. wide; only one grade for studs, which is suitable for all stud uses

Structural joints and planks 2 to 4 in. thick, 6 in. and more wide; for engineering applications
Select structural Used where high strength and stiffness and good appearance are needed
No. 1 Used about the same as SEL STR grade, but a little lower quality
No. 2 Recommended for most general construction use
No. 3 For use in general construction where appearance is not a factor

Appearance and framing 2 to 4 in. thick, 2 in. and more wide
A Used in housing and light construction for high strength and finest appearance

Timbers  - 5 in. or more in least dimension
Select structural Used where superior strength and good appearance are needed
No. 1 Similar to SEL STR grade, but a little lower in quality
No. 2 Recommended for general construction
No. 3 Used for rough general construction
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Sample Plywood Grade Stamps
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Veneer Grades
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Dimensions of Steel Stock


