We need to remind our students that they are really being paid to  learn in high school.  Consider the following (based on a forty-year career, using the 2000 U.S. Census figures):

1. The average lifetime earnings for a student who does not finish high school is $936,000.

2. The average lifetime earnings for a student who does finish high school is $1,216,000.

3. Therefore a high school diploma is worth $280,000.

4. Four years of high school amounts to approximately 700 days.  Therefore, students are “paid” $280,000 for those 700 days.

5. Students “earn” $400 per day.

6. Students are “paid around $43 per hour to attend school in a traditional 7-hour day.

NOTE: Students who finish college will earn much more than that.
