Education Pays in Missouri

Unemployment Educational Median Earnings in
Rates, 2009 Attainment the Last 12 Months

Less than high school graduate $18,519
High school graduate or GED

Some college or Associate Degree $31,181

Bachelor’s Degree or higher

THE ROAD TO RICHES IS PAVED BY EDUCATION — The more education
you have, the more money you are likely to make and the less likely you are to be
unemployed, or so the data suggest. In 2009, Missouri workers age 25 to 64 with

a high school diploma earned an average of $25,838 per year, while those with a
bachelor’s degree earned an average of $42,305 per year and those with a graduate
or professional degree earned an annual average of $52,551. Unemployment was
nearly twice as high for Missourians who did not complete high school than for those
with a high school diploma or GED® credential.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (2009)
Note:  Earnings represented in 2009 inflation-adjusted dollars



