
UNIT - INTRODUCTION TO SWINE PRODUCTION     AS 1 
 
Lesson 6: Herd Management     Name__________________ 
 

Ear Notching 
 
Objective:  Determine the litter number and pig number using the universal ear 
notching system. 

 

 
 

In the standard ear notching system, the litter number (right ear) is read first, followed 
by the pig number (left ear). Determine the notch number by adding the notches in the 
same ear together using the key above.  For example, the following pig is identified as 
litter #12, pig #2. 
 

 
 
Identify the litter number and pig number for each pig illustrated.  
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