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Tips for Delivering This Lesson
· One way to launch this unit and get students into the right frame of mind is to do a jigsaw activity with the Overview questions. Assign one or two of the Overview questions to small groups and have each group prepare a brief report for the entire class.
· Students should come up with the criteria for evaluating websites themselves for this initial lesson. Later they can compare their criteria with other students as well as with industry standards.
· The Resources section of the Students' lesson page includes a link to The Webby Awards. This site provides examples of sites that have received critical acclaim, but students should be encouraged to think on their own about these designs. Do they agree with the Webby Awards judges? What do they like about these websites? What do they not like?
· In addition to learning from sites that are critically acclaimed, one site that takes an opposite approach is Web Pages That Suck. This site criticizes sites for their poor design, often with credible explanations of why a particular design or feature is bad. Instructors may wish to include this site in addition to the Webby Awards as a way of balancing postive models with negative models (we can learn from both!). Again, students should be encouraged to form their own opinions about all of the designs. Note that this site is not included among the Resources in the Student pages since some may find the name of the site and portions of the site's content to be offensive.
