GED

Improving the Essay Scores

The Scoring Guide

· Response to the prompt – Teach students to develop a good thesis statement.

· Organization – Introduction, support, and conclusion.

· EAE – Edited American English – Only lose points if the problem keeps the graders from understanding what the student is saying.

· Details – Most students fail to give good descriptions and details; Graders want a clear picture of what the student is saying.

· Example: Rather than writing it is a blue car, write that it was a navy blue, two-door 2002 Chevrolet Impala.

· Word Choice – Coach students to use vocabulary they already have.

· Example: Rather than use car several times, encourage the student to use a variety of words such as automobile, vehicle, etc.

Essay Scores


Score


Percent of Testers

0 13% (off topic)

1.0 7%

1.5 5%

2.0 71% of passers

2.5 20%

3.0 3%

3.5 3%

4.0 3%

Scoring Essays

In recent samplings of teacher-scored essays and GED reader-scored essays, teachers tend to score student essays higher than the GED essay readers.

Essay Grading Strategy

Write the essay yourself and score your student’s essay using yours as the benchmark.

The Most Difficult Essays

1. Writing ‘how to’ essays

2. Expanding on a given topic through proper organization, development, detail, and appropriate word choice.

Instructional Strategies

1. Implement writing as part of every student’s class time.

2. Implement writing as part of every content area.

3. Teach students to write ‘how to’ essays.

4. Teach students to expand on a topic by using proper organization, development, detail, and appropriate word choice.

5. Teach students to organize material.

6. Work in teams.

7. Practice completing GED-like questions.

8. Use real-life and higher-order thinking.

9. Complete timed reading and writing activities.

10. Discuss grammar and punctuation – Why is it correct or incorrect?

11. Identify different types of essay topics and help the student develop strategies for approaching each.

12. Implement writing as part of their daily classroom activities in all content areas – Students should write 45 minutes at a time.

13. Teach students to specifically address the prompt.

