
Unit: Soil Science AS 1 
 
Lesson 9: Soil Sampling & Interpreting Test Results Name   
 

Take a Soil Sample 
 
Objective: To determine the proper technique for taking a soil sample. 
Activity Length: Two class periods 
 
Materials and Equipment: 
• Soil tube, soil auger, or spade 
• Plastic bucket 
• Soil Sample Information sheet (attached) from University Extension 
 
Procedure: 
 
1. Scrape away any surface mat of grass or litter. 
 
2. Each sample should include the top 7 inches of soil. (Note: Avoid taking samples in 

areas like borders, low spots, near trees, or near buildings.) 
 
3. Place each sample in a clean bucket. 
 
4. Take number of soil samples according to size of field or garden. 
 
5. Mix samples of soil well to make a composite sample. 
 
6. If samples are wet, air-dry before submitting soil samples. 
 
7. Fill out the Soil Sample Information sheet with the aid of your instructor. 
 
8. Enclose the information sheet and the soil sample in a special bag or study carton. 
 
9. Send the package to the soil testing laboratory. 
 



 



 


